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For my dad and'mom, Rudy and Alma, 


who made our Christmas wishes come true 
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A winter snow had covered the forest, 


but Mouse was cozy in her tiny home. She 


was snuggled under the covers fast asleep. 
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| CRACK! Mouse woke up and ran outside. 
What was that sound? A huge branch 
x crashed to the ground, missing her by 


| inches. “Oh, no!” Mouse cried. Her cozy 
home was orc 


Climbing a tall tree, Mouse saw the 
twinkling lights | of a house nearby. 'l des 


will look for a new home there” she said. 
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After a long, cold journey, 
she reached the big house. A 
warm light glowed from the 
window. She climbed up to 
take a peek. Mouse couldn't 
believe her eyes! There, inside 
the house, was her new home, 
just her size-almost like magic. 
But how could she get in? 
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Then Mouse saw her chance. She jumped 
up onto the tree as it brushed by and was 
inside the house in a twinkling. 


Mouse scurried up onto the table. 


She couldn't wait to move in! 


She made a small 
box into a dresser. 


She made a rug and 
curtains from ribbon 
and string. 


She made a rocking chair from cardboard. 
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“This is starting to feel like home,” 
she said softly as she dropped off to sleep. 
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Suddenly there was a , huge cau! Mouse - MS 
K jumped up from Line bed. “Ouch!” she heard t e 
. someone say. A giant man in a red suit 
stumbled into the room from the ee sa: > 
rubbing his head. He pulled packages from a i | a I 
large u. and Fun them under _ tree. A T. 


EN li Er in- 
a il surprise. There in front 
of her was the nicest ` 
y ee gift she could eee 
Its beautiful!” she cried. 
But when she turned 

P. around, the man in the 
ned suit was gone. “Hol 
Fa Hol Ho!” she heard echoing ` 


en; from the chimney. 


Later Christmas night, Mouse sat 
happily knitting a sweater in her new 
home. She heard a soft knocking 
sound. She peeked out the door 
and saw a package on the 


doorstep. A small card 
was attached with 
ribbon. 
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Ingredients: 


2 % cups all- purpose flour 
/2 teaspoon baking soda 

2 7/2 teaspoons ground ginger 
1 % teaspoons cinnamon 

1 % sticks (14 tablespoons) butter, softened 
1 cup packed brown sugar 

1 large eġġ 


1 teaspoon vanilla extract 


1. Sift flour, baking soda, ginger, 
cinnamon, and cloves into a large bowl. 

2. Beat butter and brown sugar in a 
medium bowl until creamy. Add egg and 
vanilla extract; beat until blended. 

8. Stir flour mixture into butter 
mixture, blending well. 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F 
Refrigerate dough until firm. 

Roll out a portion of the chilled dough 
onto a floured surface until it is % inch 
thick. Cut cookie shapes with a knife or 
cookie cutter. Bake cookies on an ungreased 
cookie sheet, approximately 9 minutes. 


Cool cookies on a wire rack. 
Icing: 


Combine 1 cup confectioner's sugar, 
I tablespoon milk, and % teaspoon vanilla 
extract in a small bowl. Stir until smooth. 
Frost each cookie and add sprinkles and 


candies for decoration. Dam 
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